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Subdisciplines
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Phonetics
the study of how humans produce and
perceive sounds
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Phonology

the study of how languages systematically organise their sounds / sound systems of
languages,
the patterns of how sounds work together within a system

e.g. the consonants found in most dialects of English
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Morphology

the study of words, how they are formed, and how they relate to one another within a
language

e.g. morphology tree of a word
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Syntax

the study of how words combine to form larger units such as phrases and sentences

e.g. syntax tree of a sentence
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Semantics

the study of the meaning of natural language

’I shot an elephant in my pyjamas.’ logic!
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Pragmatics
the study of the meaning of natural
language in use

’This traffic jam is really making my day!’
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Other fields

! Psycholinguistics
! Sociolinguistics
! Dialectometry
! Lexicography
!
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