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Subdisciplines

PRAGMATICS
SEMANTICS
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Phonetics

the study of how humans produce and A ——

perceive sounds B T———T
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Phonology

the study of how languages systematically organise their sounds / sound systems of

languages,
the patterns of how sounds work together within a system
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Approximant

e.g. the consonants found in most dialects of English
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Morphology

the study of words, how they are formed, and how they relate to one another within a
language
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e.g. morphology tree of a word
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Syntax

the study of how words combine to form larger units such as phrases and sentences
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e.g. syntax tree of a sentence
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Semantics

the study of the meaning of natural language

Premise 1  Either Joe is crazy or Joe is lying.
Premise 2 It is not the case that Joe is crazy.

/\ Conclusion  Therefore, Joe is lying.

Premise 1  Either x or y.
VP (e, t) Premise 2 It is not the case that x.

A /\ Conclusion Therefore, y.
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Pragmatics

the study of the meaning of natural
language in use

The Maxim of Quality The Maxim of Relation
Do not say what you believe to be  Be relevant

false

Do not say that for which you lack

adequate evidence

The Maxim of Quantity The Maxim of Manner
Make your contribution as infor- Avoid obscurity of expression
mative as is required (for the cur-  Avoid ambiguity

rent purposes of the exchange) Be brief (avoid unnecessary
Do not make your contribution prolixity)

more informative than is required  Be orderly

"This traffic jam is really making my day!’
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e Jane no longer writes fiction.

¢ Presupposition: Jane once wrote fiction.
e Have you stopped eating meat?

¢ Presupposition: you had once eaten meat.
e Have you talked to Hans?

* Presupposition: Hans exists.

Grice's inferential model

thought
Cooperativity
Maxims
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Other fields

Psycholinguistics

Sociolinguistics

>
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» Dialectometry
» Lexicography
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Function
reverse engineer
" Processing
Algorithm procc
Implementation ?

Non-standard dialect
with lower

reproduce explains

Cognitive Cognitive
models theory

abstract

? Causal model

Standard dialect

with higher

It looks like it ain't gonna rain today. | It looks as if it isn't going to rain today.[2!

You give it to me yesterday.

Y'gotta do it the right way.

You gave it to me yesterday.[2']

You have to do it the right way.2?]
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